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OVERVIEW: 
D a v e  C r o w d e r ’ s  l a b  i s  o n e  o f  Wa s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  r e s e a r c h  l a b s .  D u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  
m o n t h s ,  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  c o n d u c t  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  o n  a  t o p i c  o f  t h e i r  c h o o s i n g .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  
r e a l - l i f e  r e l e v a n c e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  i n s e c t s  a n d  o u r  c o u n t r y ’ s  c r o p s .  

 RESPONSIBILITIES: 
M y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  w o r k i n g  i n  a  l a b  s e t t i n g  
t o  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  
g r e e n h o u s e . .  

SUMMARY: 
T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  g i v e n  m e  m u c h  t o  r e f l e c t  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  m y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o w t h  b y  g i v i n g  m e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  
c a r e e r  c h o i c e s .  A l t h o u g h  I  a m  p l a n n i n g  o n  e n t e r i n g  a  m o r e  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  v o c a t i o n  I  h a v e  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  s e e i n g  h o w  h o r t i c u l t u r e  
c a n  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  o t h e r  v o c a t i o n s .  I  g a i n e d  r e s e a r c h  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  s k i l l s  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g .  B e c a u s e  I  s t i l l  h a v e n ’ t  
f i g u r e d  o u t  t h e  e x a c t  c a r e e r  I  w a n t  t o  e n t e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  e y e  o p e n i n g  t o  s e e  w h a t  o p t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  o u t  t h e r e .   

 

 

This is the lab where I would work on processing 
samples and entering data. 

Here is a group of bees that I helped clean and pin  
to organize the specimens. 

This is a picture of me out in a canola field taking 
nectar samples. 

This is a picture of me using a sweep net to collect 
insects.. 

Isabel, another intern and I digging holes to set up 
the plots for a new research experiment out at 
Tukey. 

Here is a set of experimental plots. One was an 
experiment with wheat and wire worms while the 
other is an experiment with Colorado potato 
beetles and potatoes. 

A Colorado potato beetle larvae feeding on a 
potato plant in a bug dorm used to contain 
research specimens. 

The greenhouse plant room where all plants are 
grown to be used in research projects. 
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